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Message from The Chairperson 
 

On behalf of the Encore! Performing Society organization I would like 

to thank you for all of your support for the 2015 fiscal year. 

Our Mission to provide “Immersion through Education and 

Participation” through tough practices, music, dance education and 

of course the many ground breaking performances in our many 

communities.  

Encore! soared to new heights this year with partnerships with the 

Cherokee Nation, development of the all Cherokee Nation citizen 

Cherokee Dancers, a spotlight segment on O-Si-Yo TV, and two beautiful performances of the 

Christmas classic “The Nutcracker.” In 2016, we are expanding with more productions and 

original scores. We truly have had a great year and we could not have 

accomplished these feats without you.   

The parents, volunteers, and production team has put so much time, energy, 

and work into the education and productions that the students work so hard 

for. Those volunteers are truly priceless to an educational nonprofit 

organization like this one, whose sole purpose is to teach a lost art to students 

who have had these beautiful arts taken away from them in today’s 

educational & school systems.   

The upcoming projects will again showcase the talents of over 60 students in 

ballet, contemporary, jazz, hip hop, and Irish dance. The work is hard, the 

hours are long, and the rewards are beyond words.  

We want to thank all of partners, donors, and volunteers and invite you to yet 

another stellar year of “Immersion Through Education & Participation” with the 

Encore! Performing Society. 

 

Thank You for Your Support, 

 
 

Lena Gladkova-Huffman  

Chairperson/Choreographer/Ballet Mistress 

 

 

Chairperson   

Lena Gladkova-Huffman 

New Year New Partnerships  

Cherokee Dancers Perform 

“Orphan Child” W/Cherokee 

National Youth Choir 
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Our Mission Statement 
Immersion in Arts through Education and Participation. 

Encore Performing Society promotes awareness, understanding and 

appreciation of the literary, visual and performing arts in Eastern 

Oklahoma and Western Arkansas, in order to enhance the quality of 

life in our area. We strive to make professional level performances 

available for the local audience, both as spectators and participants, 

educate youth about fine arts and provide a chance for everyone regardless of age to be 

a member of the performance crew.  

Education and Cultural Immersion  
Encore Performing Society is committed to bringing education and arts awareness to 

our community and surrounding areas.  This education and immersion is achieved 

through many different avenues, including exposure to other forms of art and culture 

through community outreach programs, and involvement of dancers, volunteers, 

sponsors, and audiences in our productions. 

We are especially proud of our programs specifically targeted at our youth. In many 

communities, cuts are being made to school-based arts programs. As a result, many 

children have never participated in any form of music, dance or other performing arts 

programs. Research has shown that involvement in these types of programs can 

strongly enhance the development of children. It is the mission of Encore to help reach 

the children in these communities and give them the opportunity to see and do 

something that may otherwise not be possible.   

Throughout the year, Encore has reached out 

to smaller surrounding communities. These 

outreach opportunities include a traditional 

Irish Dance Demonstration at Keys 

Elementary by Encore Performing Society 

Chairperson, Lena Gladkova-Huffman and 

youth members.  

In December 2015, invitations to a special 

viewing of The Nutcracker were sent to rural 

schools including Keys, Bunch, Greasy, and Zion.  Many of these students have never 

had the opportunity to watch or participate in this traditional holiday ballet. Through 

our outreach, over 250 students got an up close experience, including education about 
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costuming, props and technical stage management.  

 

As part of our youth cultural immersion program, many of our Cherokee youth members 

were given the opportunity to see Nanyehi, a two-act musical based on the story of 

Nancy Ward, a prominent figure in Cherokee culture.   For these children, this offered a 

very different perspective and opportunity to engage in a vital part of their history.  

 

The shining moment for our 

youth came in August 2015 

when Encore Performing 

Society was honored at the 

2015 Community and 

Cultural Outreach 

Conference with the Youth 

Participation Award.  Our 

children have worked very 

hard. Hours of instruction, 

practice, costuming, and transporting props are required to bring these programs to life 

and to spread the joy of performing and art to others.  

 

Education extends not just to our dancers and children, but also to our board members, 

volunteers, and sponsors. In July 2015, 

Encore’s Vice Chairperson, Dayna Hume, 

attended a special education class in North 

Carolina to learn the art of costuming, 

including production of tutus and dying 

techniques. She was very pleased with her 

experience and was able to pass her learned 

skills to other volunteers.  These skills were 

put to good use, as Dayna created a one of a 

kind tutu with an estimated value over 

$1,000 for The Nutcracker. 
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Encore Cherokee Dancers 

Encore has a special group of dancers who are all Cherokee Tribal members. Last spring 

seven Cherokee Dancers auditioned for a summer ballet intensive program in New York 

City. All seven were accepted in to the program. Two dancers were able to participate in 

the program, allowing them to spend three weeks learning traditional ballet from 

Russian instructors. In addition to the benefits the intensive made on their dance skills, 

the participants were featured on a segment of Osiyo TV. This broadcast showcased 

their dedication and allowed them to demonstrate the amount of poise, strength, 

flexibility and courage required to achieve and pursue this type of opportunity.  

 

In August 2015, Cherokee 

Dancers joined forces with 

the Cherokee Nation 

Youth Choir to create a 

beautiful production 

called Orphan Child. This 

dance was performed at 

the Community Cultural 

Outreach Conference in 

front of hundreds of 

people from all over the 

country and during 

Cherokee National Holiday. The production was recorded and posted to social media. As 

of today, this performance has been viewed over 24 thousand times and has received 

very positive feedback from viewers! 

 

In addition to Orphan Child, 

the Cherokee Dancers have 

also performed Peter and 

the Wolf. The story, 

traditionally a Russian 

production, was translated 

into Cherokee by one of our 

own youth members and 

performed by a cast of 10 

dancers at the Cultural 
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Community Outreach Conference and for Cherokee National Holiday. Again, this 

performance was well received by audiences, as shown by standing ovations and various 

positive compliments by audience members to the performers after the show.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Creating Community Traditions 
As previously stated, Encore Performing Society strives to reach to all people to enhance 

the quality of life in our area, regardless of age.  In December 2015, we celebrated the 

joy of the holidays by bringing the traditional ballet, The Nutcracker, to Tahlequah for 

the second year in a row. This production is a full length ballet, featuring over 60 cast 

members consisting of children and adults of all ages from Tahlequah and surrounding 

communities. Audience members ranged 

from infants to the elderly residents from a 

local nursing home. We are very proud of 

the quality of costuming and choreography 

and the astounding efforts of our dancers 

necessary to achieve a production of this 

caliber. 

This year’s production featured two full 

length shows for the general public and a 

third show for students from various area 

schools and homeschool groups.  As part of 

our continued community outreach, non-

perishable food items were collected at the 

door. The results of our endeavors translate 

into over 600 tickets sold for general public 

shows and an additional 250 children at the school show. We also collected nearly 50 

cans of food to help feed the hungry in our community.    
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Engagement 
in arts 

Better 
performance 

in school 
and 

community 
involvement 

Benefits to 
self and 
others in 

the  
community 
later in life 

Program Impacts 
The impact Encore Performing Society makes on members of our organization and the 

surrounding communities is far reaching. As noted previously, immersion and exposure 

to arts and culture can have a positive influence on childhood development. Not only do 

these programs reach out to those who have never experienced arts immersion, but it 

also helps the participants understand and accept different cultures and diversity among 

people.  Our programs dealing specifically with youth members have a direct impact on 

their well-being. The graphic below highlights specific impacts of arts involvement on 

school-aged children. 

 

 

The long term effects of a childhood rich in various forms of arts are impressive and 

undeniable. Children who have a high level of exposure to arts programs tend to 

perform better in school, have better attendance, participate in math and science 

programs, and be leaders in their class. This continues to expand into early adulthood, 

resulting in higher 

college education, 

community 

volunteerism, and 

participation in elections. 

 

 

 

 

Impacts on the community 

Volunteerism and community 
ownership 

Developing community 
cohesiveness 

Participating in legislative 
processes and elections 

Impacts on the child  

Higher self esteem 
Promotes creativity and academic 
achivements 

Fosters work ethic and 
competitiveness in the workforce 

Impacts on developing brain 

Improves long-term memory 
Increases phonological awareness 
and reading skills 

Improved attention and general 
intelligence 
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Leadership Sought After 

The arts are something that has been a very important part of society since the 

renaissance era. Though, with continuing budget cuts to our school systems and lack of 

knowledge of these beautiful traditions to our newer generations the arts are in danger 

of being lost forever. If you believe that the traditional arts are as important as we do, 

please, join us in our adventure to keep them alive and “to educate through immersion 

and participation” to the younger generations so that these arts will continue to live on 

and be a viable part of our present-future society. For more information contact us at 

918-803-1408 or via email at encoreperformingsociety@gmail.com  

Research Studies Support Our 

Mission 

Research studies have been conducted over 

many years regarding the long-term effects of 

arts programs for children and communities. 

These studies show how vital these programs 

are to help a child succeed in life. Not only are 

we reaching out to the struggling schools and 

economy, we are helping to foster 

understanding and acceptance of other 

cultures, people, and lifestyles. 

For example, one longitudinal study that 

began in the 1990s has revealed that children from low income homes who received 

some sort of arts education were four times more likely to achieve academic success 

and three times more likely to have consistent attendance at school as compared to 

children from similar homes who did not receive arts education. The study later 

determined these trends continued well into college and adulthood. The results indicate 

that these people go on to have lifetime accomplishments comparable to children from 

moderate income homes.  

Several other studies involving arts immersion for school-aged children have produced 

similar results. Examples of this are the CAPE (Chicago Arts Partnership in Education) 

program, the AIMS program in Maryland, and the A+ Schools reform program in North 

Carolina and Oklahoma. These studies conclude arts immersion for children results in 

higher math and science scores, decreases in performance gaps between ethnic groups, 

and improved teacher involvement. For more information about these studies, please 

visit http://pcah.gov/news/pcah-releases-landmark-arts-education-study. 

mailto:encoreperformingsociety@gmail.com
http://pcah.gov/news/pcah-releases-landmark-arts-education-study
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Research conducted at the University of Pennsylvania regarding the influence of arts in 

the community only serve to further validate our organization’s mission. The result of 

these studies found “a strong relationship” 

between arts immersion and “lower levels of 

social stress in children” (Schleter, 2011). This 

reduced social stress positively impacts the 

physical health of the children in the 

community. In addition, it was determined 

that communities with various cultural 

influences have fewer instances of racial 

harassment. For more information about 

these studies, please visit 

http://www.upenn.edu/pennnews/current/20

11-10-13/features/measuring-social-

economic-benefits-art-and-culture.  

  

Resources and Financial Management 

Funding for Encore Performing Society comes primarily from grants, donations and 

sponsorships, fundraisers, ticket sales to productions, and fees paid by members. The 

total funds raised in 2015 equal over $27,000. As you can see from the graph below, 

over 1/3 of our income is from ticket sales for major productions. Nearly 20 percent of 

our income is through hard work and various fundraising efforts from organization 

members and 

volunteers. The 

graphs below 

represent total 

income for 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

35.7 

27.8 

11.3 

19.8 

4.4 

Income Sources 

Ticket Sales 

Grants 

Fees 

Fundraisers 

Donations/Sponsorshi
ps 

http://www.upenn.edu/pennnews/current/2011-10-13/features/measuring-social-economic-benefits-art-and-culture
http://www.upenn.edu/pennnews/current/2011-10-13/features/measuring-social-economic-benefits-art-and-culture
http://www.upenn.edu/pennnews/current/2011-10-13/features/measuring-social-economic-benefits-art-and-culture
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$5,739.23  

$6,407.35  

$2,423.68  

$1,664.59  

$2,560.01  

$1,925.00  

$2,942.07  

Expenses 

Costumes 

Equipment 

Contracted Services 

Trainings 

Printing/Advertising 

Venue Rental 

Other 

Total Expenses for 2015= $23,661.93 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The use of the monies received goes toward costumes, equipment, trainings, contracted 

services and printing services. Other expenses include travel, meals, cultural outings, 

lodging (when necessary) and general office and production necessities. These 

necessities are vital to the success of the cultural outreach programs and success of 

major productions.  The pie graph below displays the expenses for Encore Performing 

Society for 2015. 
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Income Revenue 

Total 2015 income= $27,004.81 
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The overall Profit-Loss for 2015 is $3,342.88. This is a slight decline from the previous 

year. However, it is important to note that in 2014 Encore produced two separate full-

length ballets. As ticket sales are one of the major sources of income for this 

organization, it is understandable that the income and profit-loss would be less in 2015, 

as only one major production was 

performed.  After the immense 

success of The Nutcracker in 2014, 

the Board of Directors felt it was 

necessary for the organization and 

performers to focus on smaller, more 

personal productions. As a result, the 

outreach and cultural education 

programs in 2015 have received more 

attention and been very successful. 

The chart to the right provides further information regarding the profit-loss comparison. 

Your Donation is More Important than Ever Before 
As you can see from our financial statements, the money necessary to immerse and 

educate our community through our various outreach programs and productions is 

substantial. We operate on grants, donations or sponsorships, and through sheer hard 

work by many people. Your donation is needed to continue these programs. In our 

current economy, when schools and arts programs are facing closure, it is vital to offer 

these experiences to our children and community in any way possible. Arts programs 

can help insure success in life by inspiring creativity, building self-esteem, and providing 

a much needed outlet for self-expression at such a vital age. Please consider making a 

contribution to Encore Performing Society. Donations may be tax deductible.  

Visit our website: www.encoreperforms.webs.com and click “Events/Donations”  

Donations by mail can be made to:  Encore! Performing Society 
          1200 Jamestown Dr. 
          Tahlequah, OK 74464          

 

                                                                                              

 
2014 2015 

TOTAL INCOME $29,522.68 $27,004.81 

TOTAL EXPENSES $24,629.93 $23,661.93 

OVERALL PROFIT-LOSS $4,892.75 $3,342.88 

http://www.encoreperforms.webs.com/
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Volunteers Needed 

We understand that money is tight and times are tough. Not everyone is able to help 

financially. However, your help is needed in many other ways. Events such as 

fundraisers, productions, costuming, transportation, and backstage help require many 

hands for success. Perhaps you have special skills such as sewing, salesmanship, 

dancing/performing, or technical expertise. Regardless, we would love to have you as a 

part of our organization. Any help is always appreciated. Please feel free to contact us to 

see how you can help our organization make a difference in our communities.  

Email: encoreperformingsociety@gmail.com 

Phone: (918) 803-1408 

Getting Involved 
If you are a donor, volunteer, or just have dance and stage materials you would like to 

donate please contact the Encore! Performing Society at 918-803-1408 or via email 

encoreperformingsociety@gmail.com and check us out on FaceBook at Encore! 

Performing Society.  

Educating the Youth  
If you are an educational institution, community group, or nonprofit organization and 

you would like to become involved with our programming or would like to schedule a 

performance for your group please contact us and a representative of the Encore! 

Performing Society will make arrangements with you. We can be reached via phone at 

918-803-1408 or via email encoreperformingsociety@gmail.com.                  

 

 

mailto:encoreperformingsociety@gmail.com
mailto:encoreperformingsociety@gmail.com
mailto:encoreperformingsociety@gmail.com


 

 

12 Encore Performing Society Annual Report: 2015 

 

 

 

Looking Forward 
Finance: We expect to increase funding by 5% through donations, additional 

fundraisers, and community outreach programs. 

Programs: We want to expand our cultural outreach program to include other cultures 

and traditions, such as Irish Dance and Cherokee Heritage, through continued education 

and exposure.  

Notable Upcoming Events: In June 2015, Encore will once again be performing a small 

section of a new production, Visions of the Cherokee Homeland, for the Community and 

Cultural Outreach Annual Conference of Community Leaders. This program will again be 

presented to the community, especially, the Cherokee communities as a remembrance 

of the day in the life of the Cherokee people before being removed from their 

homeland. This program will feature original composition and score, choreography, and 

talent by local performers, highlighting the Cherokee Heritage.  

Our Partners 
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Encore! Performing Society 

Board of Directors 

 Chairperson-Lena Gladkova-Huffman                                                                                                 

Lena is the Chairperson of the organization and also owner of the Academy of 
Performing Arts dance studio in Tahlequah, Ok. Lena born in Volgograd Russia has spent 
her entire life dedicating herself to the art of music and dance and is the perfect teacher 
to pass this passion to her students. 

 Vice Chairperson-Dayna Hume                                                                                                      

Dayna is a Vice-Chairperson of the organization. Dayna is a business owner, 
mammogram technologist, and the organizations seamstress. Her daughter Hadley is a 
performer for the organization. 

Secretary-Carrie Terry                                                                                          

Carrie is the Secretary of the organization and is in charge of ticket sales for 
performances. Carrie works for the Cherokee Nation Health Services at the Three Rivers 
Health Clinic in Muskogee, Ok. Her daughter Sydney Terry is a performer for the 
organization.  
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Treasurer-Laura Harlen                                                                                                                 

Laura is the newly appointed treasurer of the organization and the backstage 
production manager for performances. Laura is an occupational therapy assistant in 
Tahlequah, Ok. Her daughter Mackenzi is a performer for the organization.  

Board Member-Laura Mendenhall                                                                                                    

Laura is a Board Member for the organization and the backstage production manager 
for performances. She is a Manager for a Home Health Medical Co. in Muskogee, OK. 
Her daughter Lauren is a performer for the organization.    

 

Board Member-Angie Bible-Aldridge                                                    

Angie is a Board Member for the organization and in charge of wardrobe, hair, and 
makeup for performances. Angie is an elementary school teacher at Sequoyah 
Elementary in Tahlequah, Ok. Her daughters Stella and Mena are performers for the 
organization. 

 

 Youth Board Member-Natalie Walker                                                                                         

Natalie is the lone Youth Board Member chosen by the students to represent them on 
the board of directors. Natalie is a Junior at Tahlequah High School, a member of the 
POM Squad, a performer and instructor at the Academy of Performing Arts & Encore! 
Performing Society. She has eight years of direction in classical & contemporary ballet 
training under Ms. Lena. Natalie hopes to attend college and continue her dance studies 
in the near future.  


